HUBBLE-BUBBLE

Water is a great Emetick, and would almost make a man
Vomit his Heart up.

"This mad Inclination to Tobacco, is an ill Habit. . . .
Everyone smoakes, Persian gentry srnoak while riding,
visiting during business, tutor and pupil at the colleges,
they would rather miss dinner than tobacco, and during
Ramazan the first thing they go for at sunset is a pipe Aded
Chud, it is a habit."

"During Ramazan," said Rumi, "when the Mullah
proclaims sunset, some men take opium to whet the
appetite, but the most go straight to their tobacco pipes.
During meals they smoke nargilehs after every course, each
contributing a soft gurgle as he imbibes through water,
described by a European friend of mine as a concert of
bassoons. A nargileh is fitted with a glass pipe, through
which the smoke is cooled by water before reaching the
mouth, the finest flavour being savoured by the servant
who prepares it. The smoke is of course inhaled. The
tobacco we use is usually light brown, dry, and mild. The
best came from Shiraz, but the trade dwindled as the people
fell into lazy ways."

Byron sensed the supreme contentment of the Persian
when he wrote:

"Sublime tobacco! which from east to west
Cheers the tar's labour or the Turkman's rest;
Which on the Moslem's Ottoman divides
His hours, and rivals opium and his brides."

In 1891 a concession was granted to a London syndicate
for the monopoly of handling all tobacco in Persia. The
capital and annual profit -were each about half a million
sterling, of which over fifty thousand pounds was to go to
the Persian Government; in effect into the pockets of the
Shah and his ministers. The wretched peasants grew
tired of this whim. Following the leadership of their
priests, they closed the tobacco shops and put away their
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